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CLUB NEWS 
 

19-21 Feb 2016 - BASS CATCH 

Friday 19th Feb - arrive for camping & fishing, raffles, indepth discussion, chit-chat & socialisation.  
Bass Catch Camp site:  877 Springwood Rd, Yellowmundee Regional park.  

Access is via Padlockôd gate: combination number has been emailed to all whoôve registered.  
Where: first clearance on the left immediately after Shaws Creek.   

Our Bass Catch flag (blue & yellow) will hang near the entrance of the park.  
Padlock will be placed through the N.P. Padlock. Please put it back the same way you found it.  

* Please be aware, this area is used by Mountain bikers quite a lot. So drive safe & slowly   
once on the camp-ground, especially on the short road in.  

Mountain bike crossroads will be marked with red and white tape: drive extra carefully in these areas.  
And a reminder:  

* There are no showers nor any electrical power.  
* BYO water (and ETOH/grog to share).  

* Campsite is not secure so donôt leave valuables in & around your tent when youôre not there.  

Keep it basic and either donôt bring valuables & desireables or lock them in your car ï out of sight. 

éé 

 

Thereôs a great club raffle in progress for a rather spiffing Miller rod. 

Tickets can be purchased by club members at club meetings,  

electronic money transfer and at the Bass Catch. 

http://www.millerods.com.au/ 
 

 

Presidents Message 
 /ƭǳō ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƎŜǘǎ ŀ ΨōȅŜΩ ǘƘƛǎ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ !ƭŀƴ ƛǎ ǊǳƳƻǳǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŦƛǎƘ 

ƘŀǊŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΦ Iƛǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƻ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƎƭŜǊǎ ƛǎ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘƭȅ ΨŦƛǎƘ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΩ; Ψset those barbless 

hooks, measure those bass, photograph and releaseΩ: ΨǘƘŜ ǊŜǿŀǊŘǎ ϧ пллΩǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎΩΦ  

Alan Izzard όLΩǾŜ ǊŜŀŘ Ƙƛǎ ƳƛƴŘΣ Ed.). 

mailto:info@basssydney.com
http://www.millerods.com.au/


The Editors Message 

Port Appreciation Club ƛǎ ǊǳƳƻǳǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΩǎ .ŀǎǎ /ŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ wish to partake in a 

tipple accompanied by fine dark chocolate and promising a warm salubrious welcome to all. 

In December 2015, Bass Sydney embarked on a new and exciting venture, participating in physical research involving 

Australian Bass tagging in Lane Cove R. WeΩǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀƴ exciting update from A/Prof. Culum Brown via Tham, this 

should make for an interesting period as we follow the research process, test hypothesis and await the results. 

A huge welcome to Matt Hahn and Steve Peach, both are new members to Bass Sydney.  They bring with them their 

many years of fishing experience & angling skills and will fit right in: we hope you find the club ideal and enjoy the 

riparian rejuvenation aspect of the club; ensuring habitat for our Aussie bass and future fishing success. 

With the Bass Catch this weekend, keep in mind Rod at www.dreamfish.com.au for those Buzzbaits and other lures that 

prove irresistible to Bass. Rod has been a long time sponsor of Bass Sydney and can be reached at the above link or on 

Facebook. There is also a great ΨIƻǿ to catch CƛǎƘΩ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ with techniques that work and what tackle to use: see 

how to use those lures. 

 

New Member ï an introduction by Steve Peach 

LǘΩǎ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ-minded anglers and to find out more about the mighty Aussie bass! 

Ok a few lines about myself: 

I got the fishing bug over 40 years ago dangling a hand line over the banks of the Murray River at Thologolong with my 
dad and granddad near Albury, where we used to visit my granddad and other relatives. I remember wandering off at the 
Hume weir with an old spinning rod at about 7 yrs of age and finding a school of redfin by chance, and that was it - I was 
hooked for life! I was very fortunate to grow up close to the water on middle harbour, where I have fished since my 
ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ one ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ L ƪƴƻǿ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƻǿŜǊ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƘŀǊōƻǳǊΦ DŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǘƛƴƴȅ 
expanded my horizons, and I then ended up owning a few boats over the years, though these days I fish out of a kayak or 
on foot. Around 15 years ago I finally got around to trying fly fishing, and once again I quickly caught the bug and never 
ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ōŀŎƪΦ LΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƻƴ ŦƭȅΣ ŦǊƻƳ ƪƛƴƎŦƛǎƘΣ ǎŀƭƳƻƴΣ ǘǳƴŀΣ ǘǊƻut, 
barramundi, mahi-mahi, trevally, queenfish, flathead, mullet, carp, and of course the great AǳǎǎƛŜ ōŀǎǎΗ bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ 
living in North West Sydney bass seemed a great choice to focus my efforts on. What I have discovered is that for a fly 
fisherman the bass combines many of the best features of 2 of my all-time favourite fly targets - the trout and the 
barramundi. Throwing surface flies in tight around snags for big bass is heart stopping, visual stuff that rivals the best fly 
fishing ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΦ /ŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƻf it! 

IƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎΗ 

Cheers, 

Steve :) 

 

 

LANE COVE RIVER Bass TAGGING éé rescheduled.  

On Saturday 12th of December 2015, the requisite number of bass were caught and released after some local anesthesia, minimal 

abdominal surgery and the implantation of tiny acoustic devices. How are those ten bass doing?  

²Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ¢ƘŀƳ όIΦ{Φ ¢ƘŀƳύ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ƻƴŜ ōǳǘ ǘǿƻ Ψjust-in news breaksΩ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΥ ŀǎ ǇŜǊ ¢ƘŀƳΩǎ ŜƳŀƛƭΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎΥ 

 

http://www.dreamfish.com.au/
http://dreamfish.com.au/wordpress/how-to-articles/


FW: LCR bass tagging info   part I 

  

From: Culum Brown  

Sent: Thursday, 18 February 2016 4:36 PM 

To: Hock-sook Tham 

Subject: bass 

  

G'day Tham, 

We've been out checking the receivers and the news is all good. 

1) All the receivers are still there and working. 

2) All the tagged fish were detected (so they are all still alive). 

3) We already have 100,000s of hits (more data than your average computer can handle). 

4) Three fish were detected in the pool at de Burghs bridge. 

5) One fish went over the weir and came back up.  Looks like it used the ladder based on the timing of high tide.  

 

Will keep you updated when we do the next download.  

Cheers  

Culum  

A/Prof. Culum Brown 

Dpt Biological Sciences,  Macquarie University, Assistant Editor Journal of Fish Biology. 

Tham (H.S.Tham) 

 

RE: LCR bass tagging info   part II 

 

Dear All, 

Further info from Prof Culum Brown ς a map of the 8 receivers that were deployed by them.   

 

b.Υ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴ ŀǊǊŀȅ ƻŦ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IŀǊōƻǳǊ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ /ǳƭǳƳΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ ƛŦ ƻǳǊ [/w ōŀǎǎ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀǊΦ   

ϊ         ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǊ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ά[/w 5tLέ ƻƴ the map is one set by DPI/Fisheries and is situated at the junction of the LCR & the Parramatta R. 

·         Culum installed 4 above the weir and 4 below the weir 

·         The LCR weir is between No. 3 & 4 

·         The receiver furthest upstream is No. 8 and that is in the pool below De Burgs Bridge. 

·         Currently, all 10 tagged bass are still above the weir. 

L ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΩ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ spawning season.   

Tham (H.S.Tham) 

 



The Bass Journey ï working them out. 
 
Iôm fairly new to bass fishing. Before joining Bass Sydney, I could count on one hand how many times I had targeted them 
in the past. I wouldnôt say I have exactly cracked the code, especially on my local water. I have at least started to gain 
some confidence in technique, lure types and retrieves and most importantly positioning of the kayak. 

 
This last point is probably the most important for me. I love the little Australis Bass pictured above. Itôs very second hand, 
not much to look at and until recently tracked very poorly. But thanks to Al Izzard via Tham, I was given the little skeg that 
attaches to the rear of the kayak and can be raised and lowered as necessary. So now it tracks a bit better when paddling, 
but more importantly it will stay on course as you slowly drift into a spot. 
One of the things I have learnt is to be a lot more careful with my paddling. Doing everything more slowly means that you 
can very slowly approach a spot without overshooting and ending up too close. Not having the yak turn as it slowly drifts in 
makes the hugest difference to casting, retrieving and not having it spinning in circles when landing a fish is refreshing. 
Thanks for the skeg fellas! 

 
Casting accuracy is probably the next most important aspect to catching fish. If itôs too short itsôs useless, too long and itôs 
in the timber and you usually bugger the spot up by having to get in close to retrieve the lure. The perfect cast is the one 
that land an inch or two away from cover and can only be achieved by practice.  



A decent reel (a Shimano Ci4 Stradic) retrieved left handed for a right hander is also essential. I canôt believe I never made 
this jump before, itôs so obviously better, yet I was always too lazy to get with the program. Especially when you are trying 
to get good casts in and get that jig spin at the right depth there is no time for mucking around changing hands. 

 
Confidence is a big factor in many pursuits, but if you donôt have confidence in the lures you are using, you will end up 
spending valuable time changing lures endlessly. The jig spin is the go to lure for me, and can be used in many situations 
by varying the weight of the jig that you use. I have found that recently I have been having success on very light jigs, 1/16 
and lighter and using them only just sub surface. The big win for me has been the colour of the tail and thanks to other 
members of Bass Sydney I now use the purple and chartreuse sliders which really seem to work better than other colours I 
have used. 

 
Apart from the jig spin, I love using divers and especially the Jackall Chubby in natural colours and both the shallow and 
mid depth versions. They are an expensive lure, thankfully I havenôt lost many of them. I really love a lure that I can crank 
down across the snags, on quitter days this can really get results when the fish are a bit more shut down. 


